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Diversity message at council’s jubilee meet
MITAMUKHERJEEAND
JHINUKMAZUMDAR

New Town: Former President
Pranab Mukherjee on Friday
advised a gathering of over
2,200 schoolteachers and prin-
cipals from across India to
“celebrate diversity” and
“nourish it” because “it is the
various cultures, languages
andpractices thatmakeIndia”.

There is “huge diversity”
in India, and this is the “reali-
ty” that has to be recognised”,
Mukherjee added.

The former President un-
derscored the plurality of
India at a timewhen politics of
polarisation is threatening to
rear its head and take control.
“Diversity need not affect our
united action. Let us celebrate
diversity, let us enjoy it, let us
nurse it and let us nourish it,”
he said at theDiamondJubilee
Celebration of the Council for
the Indian School Certificate
Examinations, in association
with The Telegraph Young
Metro, at Biswa Bangla Con-
vention Centre in New Town
onFriday.

Mukherjee urged the “ma-
nagers, teachers, principals,
founders and educational ad-
ministrators” to “partake of
this march which they began
longago… to recogniseeach in-
dividual as a creationofGod”.

“There are various cul-
tures, various languages, vari-
ous practices that make
India…. But at the same time it
makes proud citizens of a
proud country under one Con-
stitution, one flag, one sys-

tem,”he said.
Some of the school heads

present felt itwas important to
recognise diversity and help
students realise its impor-
tance. They stressed schools
should be free of prejudice and
differences created by lan-
guage, caste, colour or creed.

“Our school was founded

with a vision that would allow
students to growup inan insti-
tution devoid of prejudice. It is
still very relevant today be-
cause there is anxiety in the
minds of many regarding divi-
sive thoughts and ideas and
our students are made aware
to overcome this,” said Ter-
ence Ireland, principal, St

James’School.
The new bishop of the Cal-

cutta diocese of the Church of
North,ProbalKantoDutta, re-
cently expressed his desire for
a more inclusive classroom
with respect to the La Mar-
tiniere schools.

“Theclassroomshouldbea
microcosm of the society in

terms of representation of dif-
ferent communities,” a church
official had toldMetro.

Several teachers on Friday
welcomedMukherjee’s “time-
ly reminder”.

“Diversity must be em-
braced in every aspect. There
are people coming from di-
verse backgrounds, abilities

and schools have to accommo-
date and embrace all of them,”
said Seema Sapru, the princi-
pal of TheHeritage School.

Gerry Arathoon, the secre-
tary and chief executive of
CISCE, said thecouncilwasset
up 60 years ago by a group of
educationists who made a
“commitment to ensure quali-

tyeducation”.“Aswewelcome
you to the the diamond jubilee
celebrations of the council, I
inviteyou to share inoursense
of triumph and achievements
aswe look back on the 60 years
of educational endeavour and
look forward to the horizons
that are still left to conquer,”
Arathoon said.

Body-ferry
appcab
found in
Ranchi
OURSPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

Ultadanga: An app cab al-
legedly used to dispose of the
bodies of a homemaker and a
man with whom she had
checked into a central Calcut-
ta hotel in September was
found in Ranchi, Jharkhand,
onFriday.

The cab driver, Vijay Ya-
dav, was arrested from Bally
inHowrah lastmonth.

The body of Archana
Palangdar, a 35-year-oldmoth-
er of two, had been fished out
of a canal off EM Bypass. She
was allegedly murdered by
Balaram Keshari, a Jhark-
hand resident she had be-
friended and with whom she
checked into the hotel on SN
BanerjeeRoadposingasa cou-
ple. Balaram allegedly com-
mitted suicide after the mur-
der. His decomposed bodywas
found in the same canal a few
days later.

The hotel manager, on dis-
covering the bodies, had al-
legedly called his brother, a
cab driver, and asked him to
take the bodies to Anandapur
off theBypass in his car.

“The car will be sent for
forensic examination as the
two bodies were transported
in it from the hotel to a canal
offEMBypass. Thevehicle is a
vital piece of evidence that we
will mention in the court dur-
ing the hearing,” a police offi-
cer said.

Archanahadsteppedoutof
her home on September 19
saying she was going to her
maternal uncle’s home near
Jadu Babu’s Bazar in Bhowa-
nipore. Her body, stuffed in a
gunny bag, was fished out of
the canal two days later. The
post-mortem report suggested
she was strangled and smoth-
ered to death.

During investigation, po-
lice found Balaram’s phone
number from Archana’s call
records. Probe revealed that
the twomobile phones had re-
ceived signals from the same
tower near a central Calcutta
hotel sinceArchana left home.

The police visited the hotel
and came to know that three
employees had stopped com-
ing to work. One of the work-
ers,AsishYadav,wasarrested
from Jharkhand on October 6
and based onhis interrogation
Balaram’s bodywas found.

Hotel workers had used a
master key to open the door to
the roomwhere Archana and
Balaramwere staying after re-
peated knocks went unan-
swered.

Hotel manager Harihar
Mahatoandanotheremployee,
JaduPrasad, are on the run.

Helpheld for theft
A domestic help at a GC block
house in Salt Lake’s Sector III
was arrested on Friday for al-
legedly stealing gold jewellery
worthRs 2 lakh.

The 38-year-old Duttabad
resident was picked up on the
basis of a complaint lodged by
heremployerSaptaswaSarkar.

Sarkar alleged two gold
bangles and a pendant had
gone missing from a compart-
ment in their bedroom cup-
board that remain locked.

Sky lanterns seized
from Baguiati house
SNEHALSENGUPTA

Bidhannagar: Sky lanterns
that languidly soar into the
night sky without any of the
noisy fuss of a firecracker
have been seized from some
shops andat least onehouse in
Baguiati since police issued a
notification banning its use
within a 10km radius of the
airport.

Teams from Rajarhat and
Baguiati police stationsonFri-
dayraidedseveral shops in the
areas under their jurisdiction
and seized some sky lanterns
along with other banned fire-
crackers.

The largest haul was at
Ashwininagar in Baguiati,
where the police foundaround
1,400 sky lanterns in the house
of a relative of a Trinamul
Congress councillor. The
lanterns were part of a 125kg
“stockpile” of banned fire-
works, an officer said.

“Our team had raided the
house based on specific infor-
mation,” Amit Javalgi, the
deputy commissioner (head-
quarters) of Bidhannagar City
Police, said.

Apart from sky lanterns,
outdoor laser lights have been
bannedwithin 10kmof the air-
port on grounds of their being
an aviation hazard. The notifi-
cation classifies sky lanterns
(phanush), a traditional fea-
ture of Diwali in this part of
theworld, as a fire hazard.

Flying lanterns can cause
catastrophic accidents if air-
craft engines suck them in, ac-
cording to thenotification.Dif-
ficulties faced by pilots of air-
craft preparing to land at the
airport have been cited as the
reason for clamping the ban
on laser lights.

“Sky lanterns are also a
threat to the safety of aircraft.
We have to make people un-
derstand that releasing them
near the airport is not al-
lowed,” Javalgi said.

In Rajarhat, the police
seized 22 sky lanterns on Fri-
day from a makeshift fire-
works stall.

A resident ofRabindrapalli

in Baguiati was arrested after
15kg of banned crackers were
found in his shop. He is out on
bail.

The banned firecrackers in
the seized lot include 792
chocolate bombs, 410
dodomas, 62 packets of kali
patakas and 46 firecrackers
that burst twice each, first on
the ground and again after
shooting into the sky.

Javalgi said programmes
were being held to raise
awareness simultaneously
withraidson firecracker stalls
across Baguiati, Rajarhat and
Narayanpur. The inspectors-
in-charge of six police stations
under the Airport division of
the police commissionerate
have been asked to spread the
word in public places and
housing complexes.

The notification banning
sky lanterns and laser lights
was issued after the district
administration of North 24-
Parganas received a letter
from the general manager of
air traffic management in Cal-
cutta about sky lanterns pos-
ing a threat to aviation safety.

The letter mentioned the
use of powerful laser lights
outdoors and how they affect
pilots of aircraft landing at or
taking off from the airport.
Laser lights are a bigger prob-
lem when planes have to land
at the southern end of the run-
way during winter to avoid
tailwinds from the north.

Sky lanterns being released
onDiwali night last year

CU sets marks deadline
OURSPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

CollegeStreet:Collegesaffili-
ated to Calcutta University
will have to submit marks for
the undergraduate Part-II
examination to the varsity by
November 21.

The deadline, along with a
detailed timeline for evalua-
tion of scripts and publication
of results, was sharedwith the
principals of affiliated colleges
at ameeting onFriday.

The examiners must sub-
mit marks to the university
withinNovember 21.

The meeting held on the
university’s College Street
campus discussed ways to en-
sure timely declaration of re-
sults of BA, BSc and B-Com

Part-II general examinations.
The university has so long

faced much flak for delay in
publication of results.

The principals who attend-
ed Friday’s meeting were
handed a note with the de-
tailed timeline.

All examiners will have to

submit the evaluated and
scrutinised answer scripts
andmarks to the principals of
respective colleges with
marks by November 14. The
principals will have to send
the scripts to thehead examin-
ers concerned by November
16. Themarksmust be submit-
ted to the university by No-
vember 21.

In case of minor subjects
that don’t require the involve-
ment of head examiners, the
principals have been asked to
submit the evaluated answer
scripts directly to the con-
troller of examinations de-
partment byNovember 16.

A representative of a prin-
cipal in a north Calcutta Col-
lege said the university au-

thorities enquired about the
status of evaluation and
whether the colleges were fac-
ing any problems.

“We explained to the con-
troller of examination that al-
though the examination was
held inJuly, the scripts didnot
reach the colleges before Sep-
tember. Till date, the universi-
ty has not sent the full list of
head examiners. This was
coming in the way of complet-
ing the evaluation and submit-
ting marks,” the representa-
tive said.

The results are likely to be
published in lateNovember.

Repeated calls to the con-
troller of examinations, Jayan-
ta Sinha,went unanswered.

A university official
blamed the delay in distribu-
tion of scripts on lack of plan-
ning. The official admitted
that this was the first time
such an exercise was being
conducted by the university.

“The university would till
now restrict itself to sending
instructions to colleges. This
year the exercise was held on
the campus to convey a firm
message to the colleges that
they should not delay the
process,”he said.

TIMETABLE
Examiners to submit evaluated and scrutinised answer

scripts and marks to principals by November 14

Principals to send scripts to head examiners by
November 16

Marks to be submitted to the university by
November 21

Results to be published in late November
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